
WhYDoI HaVito D01llis'

Carbon monoxide(CO), knownas the
InvisibleKiller,is a colorless,odorless,
poisonousgas that results from incomplete
burningof fuelssuch as natural gas,
propane,oil, wood, coal, and gasoline.Each
year manypeople die from accidentalCO
poisoningand thousandsmore are injured.
This lawwas passedto protectall of us from
the dangersof carbonmonoxidepoisoning.

H_CaoIteOn8COAlarmIsA"flVlII'

CO alarmsare approvedby an independent
testing companysuch as Underwriters'
Laboratories(UL), Underwriter'sLaboratory
of Canada(ULC),or InternationalApproval
Service/CanadianStandardsAssociation
(IAS/CSA). Be sure to look for the approval
label whenbuying CO alarms.Most
of the CO alarmscurrentlysold in the
Commonwealthmeetthese standardsbut it
is a good idea to checkand make sure they
meet the standardbeforeyou purchasethe
alarms. .

HowD81M.et11I0Roqulrements0111I0LawP

If you installCO alarmson evety habitable
level by March31, 2006and keepthemin
good workingorderyou don't have to do
anythingelse to be in compliancewiththe
law.Whenyou sell yourhome, you must
have an inspectionandcertificatefromthe
local firedepartmentbefore the sale is final.
Contactyour local firedepartmentdirectly
- they will know whatto do to assistyou.

HowDeIInownl HM eo PlI880Iol'

The firstsymptomsof COpoisoningare
similar to the flu (but withoutthe fever).
They include:·Headache

· Fatigue·Shortnessof breath·Nausea
· Dizziness

If you thinkyou have symptomsof carbon
monoxidepoisoningor yourCO alarmis
sounding,contactyour firedepartmentand
leavethe buildingimmediately.

CIISIDler's Guide

.Massachusetts
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For more information about the

requirements of the law contact your
local fire department or visit the
Massachusetts Department of Fire
Services website at www.mass.gov/dfs.
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CONSUMER'SGUIDETO. _CHUSms REGUIREMEIITSFORCARBOIIMOIIOXIDEAuulMS
In November 2005, Governor Mitt Romney signed
"Nicole ~ Law" which places certain requirements
on owners of all residential properties to install
and maintain carbon monoxide (CO) alarms.
The Board of Fire Prevention Regulations has
developed the regulations (527 CMR 31.00)
establishing the specific requirements of the law
including the type. location. maintenance and
inspection requirements for the alarms.

WbllslmpactellllVIblslawi8

Generally speaking anyone who owns
residentitIJproperty regardless of size
(i.e., 1- & 2-family homes, multi-family
buildings, apartments, condominiums
and townhouses, etc.) tJuJtcontains fossil
burningfuel equipment (i.e., oil, gas,
wood, coal, etc.) OR contains enclosed
parking (i.e., attached or enclosed garage)
in Massachusetts, is required to install
CO alarms by March 31, 2006. In certain
limited instonces (see below), the installation
requirements are deferred until Jamuuy 1,
2007.

What Dol HaveIe D.it

Install CO alarms on every level of your
home except for basements and attics that do
not have habitable living spaces (i.e., family
rooms, dens, etc.) by March 31,2006.

WhalKiolls II COAlarmsAreAlI..llit
There are several types of alarms that are
allowed; they include:

·Battery powered with battery monitoring;· Plug-in (AC powered) units
with batterybackup;

· AC primary power (hard-wired
- usually involves hiring an
electrician) with battery backup;

·Low-voltage or wireless alarms; and·Qualified combination smoke
detectors and CO alarms.

WbalAre".IIII..rComlllnadlo
Dlteclln aDIIAlarmsit

Acceptablecombinationsmokedetectors
andcarbonmonoxidealarmsmusthave
simulatedvoiceand tone alarmsthat clearly
distinguishbetweenthe two typesof
emergencies.If you havequestionsabout
varioustypes of smokedetectors,contact
your localfire department.

Wh8l1m I .1.oll'ld toD.nI'maLanillenit
LandlordsmustinstallCO alarmsin each
dwellingunit.Landlordsalso mustinspect,
test andmaintainthe CO alarmsat least
oncea year:or at the beginningof any rental
period(suchas lease renewal).Batteriesare
requiredto be replacedoncea year.Tenants
shouldreport anyproblemswithalarms
to the landlordimmediatelyandlearn to
recognizethe differencebetweenthe smoke
detectorand the carbonmonoxidealarm.

WhatArIAlteroallvlClmpllanelO osit

The regulationallowsfor alternative
complianceoptionsthat maybe more
practicalfor largerbuildingswithmultiple
dwellingunitsthat containminimalor no
sourcesof CO insidethe individualunits.
The option'allowsownersto targetthe CO
alarmprotectionin only thoseareas

(i.e., roomsthat containboilers,hot water
heaters,central laundryareas andall adjacent
spaces,in additionto enclosedparkingareas)
that could be potentialsourcesof the CO.
This CO protectionoptionrequireshard-
wiringor low-voltagewiring,monitoring
(i.e.,by an alarmcompany)and certain
signaltransmissionrequirements.

WbatAreIbeUmitelilostaucesWhereI000'
Havlllioslall COAlarmsoolilJaouan1.2001.8

Ownersof residentialbuildingsthatnotify
the localfire departmentand choose
the alternativecomplianceoptionand
buildingsownedby the Commonwealthof
Massachusetts(i.e.,publichousingunits)
will not be requiredto installCO alarmsuntil
January 1,2007.

Wbll'I 081Have'I PDt'IbISI eoAlarmsit
In mostresidences,carbonmonoxidealarms
are requiredto be locatedon everylevelof
a homeor dwellingunit includinghabitable
portionsof basementsandattics.On levels
withsleepingareasthe alarmsmustbe placed
withinten feet of the bedroomdoors.

CO alarmsdo not go insidegarages,but in
the adjacentlivingareas.

WhloOIl HaviIlloslall COAlarmsit

Mostresidencesare requiredto installCO
alarmsby March 31,2006.Afterthat date
anyonewho sells their propertywill be
requiredto have an inspectionby the fire
departmentprior to the saleor transferof
their property.


